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Authentic	  Appalachian,	  Pure	  &	  Simple.	  This	  statement	  is	  

the	  foundation	  of	  Haywood	  County.	  We	  are	  proud	  to	  promote	  

an	  authentic	  experience	  that	  is	  as	  fresh	  and	  natural	  as	  the	  

water	  that	  :lows	  through	  our	  mountains.	  With	  over	  200	  years	  

of	  history	  and	  heritage,	  Haywood	  County	  is	  home	  to	  a	  variety	  

of	  homegrown	  traditions,	  activities,	  and	  offerings.	  We	  are	  the	  

heart	  of	  real	  Appalachian	  culture	  and	  we	  pride	  ourselves	  on	  

true	  experiences,	  none	  of	  this	  fabricated	  stuff.	  Food,	  Music,	  

Heritage,	  Arts,	  and	  the	  Outdoors	  are	  our	  specialty.	  Each	  

offers	  a	  variety	  of	  unique	  options	  to	  help	  you	  build	  a	  custom	  

vacation	  so	  no	  matter	  what	  you	  choose,	  we	  guarantee	  it	  will	  be	  

pure	  and	  simple,	  just	  like	  the	  North	  Carolina	  Smokies.	  

Food	  

The	  rich	  soil	  of	  Haywood	  County	  has	  made	  it	  a	  robust	  

agricultural	  community	  since	  the	  early	  1800’s	  and	  has	  

provided	  a	  bountiful	  variety	  of	  offerings	  ever	  since.	  Because	  of	  

this,	  Haywood  

County	  is	  a	  front-‐runner	  in	  

the	  quickly	  growing	  world	  

of	  agritourism.	  The	  

county’s	  own	  agritourism	  

initiative,	  Buy	  Haywood,	  

provides	  a	  guide	  of	  over	  40	  

working	  farms,produce	  

stands/markets,	  and	  

activities	  that	  can	  be	  

enjoyed	  year	  round	  by	  the	  

public.	  Along	  with	  this,	  a	  

large	  majority	  of	  our	  local	  

restaurants	  strongly	  

support	  these	  farmers	  and	  

producers	  by	  serving	  up	  

tasty	  Farm-‐to-‐Chef	  items	  

on	  a	  regular	  basis.	  And	  if	  

that	  isn't	  enough	  to	  get	  

your	  mouth	  watering,	  the	  

county	  is	  also	  home	  to	  three	  craft	  breweries	  that	  provide	  a	  

unique	  taste	  of	  the	  area	  that	  is	  apparent	  in	  each	  of	  their	  

handcrafted	  creations.	  So	  no	  matter	  where	  you	  go	  in	  the	  

county,	  you	  can	  always	  :ind	  something	  fresh	  and	  homegrown	  

in	  Haywood.	  

Music	  

This	  is	  where	  homegrown	  mountain	  music	  begins!	  Haywood	  

County’s	  musical	  roots	  run	  deep	  and	  have	  developed	  a	  strong	  

following	  across	  the	  country.	  Our	  native	  bluegrass	  band,	  

Balsam	  Range,	  is	  front	  and	  center	  as	  one	  of	  the	  most	  beloved	  

and	  fastest-‐growing	  bands	  in	  this	  music	  genre.	  This,	  along	  

with	  the	  regular	  performances	  of	  Raymond	  Fairchild	  at	  the	  

Maggie	  Valley	  Opry	  House,	  the	  traditional	  mountain	  music	  and	  

dancing	  at	  the	  Maggie	  Valley	  Stompin’	  Ground,	  the	  

Appalachian	  

Heritage	  Arts	  Music	  Program	  at	  Haywood	  Community	  College,	  

the	  Junior	  Appalachian	  Musicians	  program,	  and	  various	  music	  

events	  and	  folk	  festivals	  throughout	  the	  year	  like	  Pickin’	  In	  The	  

Park,	  have	  made	  Haywood	  a	  heritage	  highlight	  on	  the	  Blue	  

Ridge	  Music	  Trails.	  

Heritage	  

With	  a	  history	  as	  rich	  as	  ours,	  the	  list	  of	  heritage	  offerings	  in	  

Haywood	  County	  is	  bountiful.	  As	  if	  having	  the	  Blue	  Ridge	  

Parkway	  and	  Great	  Smoky	  Mountains	  National	  Park	  in	  our	  

backyard	  offering	  a	  variety	  signi:icant	  sites,	  that	  is	  only	  the	  

beginning.	  Various	  attractions	  such	  as	  Cataloochee	  Ranch,	  the	  

Haywood	  County	  Quilt	  Trails,	  and	  several	  local	  museums	  tell	  

the	  story	  of	  our	  mountains	  and	  their	  people.	  Haywood	  County	  

is	  also	  home	  to	  many	  festivals	  and	  events	  that	  explore	  both	  

local	  and	  international	  cultures,	  including	  North	  Carolina’s	  

Of:icial	  International	  Folk	  Festival,	  Folkmoot	  USA,	  which	  takes	  

place	  every	  July.	  

Arts	  

The	  traditional	  arts	  of	  

Southern	  Appalachia,	  

like	  dulcimer-‐making	  

and	  quilting	  blend	  

cohesively	  with	  

modern	  in:luences	  to	  

create	  a	  unique	  

artistic	  scene	  in	  

Haywood	  County.	  You	  

can	  explore	  the	  North	  

Carolina	  Handicraft	  

Museum	  at	  the	  

historic	  Shelton	  House	  

for	  a	  lesson	  on	  

traditional	  

mountain	  crafts	  and	  afterwards	  immerse	  yourself	  in	  the	  works	  

one	  of	  our	  many	  local	  artists	  that	  practice	  both	  modern	  and	  

traditional	  methods.	  And	  for	  those	  that	  have	  a	  passion	  for	  the	  

theatrical,	  the	  HART	  Theater	  is	  open	  year-‐	  round	  with	  

performances	  from	  the	  likes	  of	  Shakespeare	  to	  broadway	  

musicals.	  

Outdoors	  

The	  North	  Carolina	  Smokies	  no	  doubt	  make	  Haywood	  County	  

a	  top	  choice	  for	  many	  outdoor	  enthusiasts.	  These	  mountains	  

are	  home	  to	  some	  of	  the	  most	  breath	  taking	  and	  awe	  inspiring	  

views	  in	  the	  country	  and	  they	  are	  all	  right	  here	  in	  our	  546	  

square	  miles	  of	  scenic	  beauty.	  From	  the	  adventure	  seeker	  to	  

the	  leisurely	  leaf	  looker,	  the	  great	  outdoors	  of	  Haywood	  

County	  have	  year-‐round	  explorations	  for	  everyone.	  Waterfalls,	  

hiking	  trails,	  pristine	  rivers,	  mototouring,	  picnics	  golf,	  

horseback	  riding,	  :ishing,	  mountain	  biking,	  rafting,	  skiing....and	  

so	  much	  more.	  

  Welcome to Authentic Haywood County 




It’s no secret. The fresh escape of the North Carolina 
Smoky Mountains has been attracting visitors from 
near and far for centuries, increasing popularity as a 
premier vacation destination over the years. The 
area’s southern hospitality meshed with the laid-back 
nature of mountain locals offer a much-needed respite 
from the hustle and bustle of the daily routine. The 
crisp mountain air awakens the senses, and 
everywhere you turn the natural beauty inspires the 
soul. 
!
Haywood County—situated in the heart of Western 
North Carolina, surrounded by the ridges of the 
ancient Blue Ridge and Great Smoky mountains—is 
comprised of 546 scenic square miles of spectacular 
country, with beautiful Appalachian mountains and 
valleys dotting the landscape. Thirteen of its mountain 
peaks soar to elevations of at least 6,000 feet, making 
it one of the highest counties—with a mean elevation 
of 3,600 feet—east of the Rockies. 
!
Notable mountain peaks include the 6,030-foot Cold 
Mountain, which served as the basis and inspiration 
for Charles Frazier’s award-winning, best-selling novel 
and the ensuing 2003 major motion picture. Mt. 
Guyot, at 6,621 feet, and Richland Balsam, at 6,410 
feet, are the tallest peaks within Haywood County. 

First established in 1808, Haywood County was named 
for John Haywood, the North Carolina treasurer from 
1787 to 1827. The county sits at the western edge of 
the state, with a 46-mile stretch of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway (appropriately called “America’s Favorite 
Drive”) running along its southwestern border. The 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park and the Pisgah 
National Forest are located in the northern section of 
the county. 
!
Unlike the other 99 counties in North Carolina, all of 
the water in Haywood County originates in Haywood 
County, including the Pigeon River. With four 
distinctive seasons, Haywood County has much to 
offer visitors throughout the entire year. The annual 
average temperature is 54 degrees; the temperature 
averages 38 degrees in January and 71 degrees in 
June. Haywood County averages 47.5 inches of rainfall 
and 12.2 inches of snowfall each year. 
!
Five towns—Maggie Valley, Waynesville, Canton,  
Clyde and Lake Junaluska—are located within the 
county, which has a population of about 57,000 
people.

 WHERE AUTHENTICITY  BEGINS   



Maggie Valley 	
Established in 1904 when John Setzer 
founded the area’s first post office and 
named the surrounding area after his 14-
year-old daughter, Maggie. Today, Maggie 
Valley is a hotbed of tourism activity with a 
variety of lodging and various family- 
friendly attractions.  
!
✦Ghost Town in the Sky, a wild-west 

theme park atop Buck Mountain offers 
rides, staged gunfights, live 
entertainment, crafts, and food.  
!
✦Cataloochee Ski Area, the Southeast’s 

longest operating ski area offers 17 slopes 
and trails which offer mountains of fun for 
everyone, from skiers to 
snowboarders and novices to 
veterans.  
!
✦Saddle up at Cataloochee 

Ranch and enjoy a horseback 
ride through wildflowers, mile-
high vistas, lush forests, or the 
cool shade of rhododendron 
tunnels as you ride through the 
ranch and Great Smoky 
Mountains. 
!
✦The Maggie Valley Stompin’ 

Ground and Maggie Valley 
Opry House showcase 
Appalachian music traditions, 
including bluegrass, mountain 
music, clogging, and square 
dancing.  
!
✦Cataloochee Valley, a section 

of the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park where elk have 
been successfully re- introduced 
and can be viewed in open 
meadows. Once a thriving 
mountain community, the valley 
is rich in history. A preserved 
school, churches, barn, and 
several homes let visitors understand what life was like 
for early settlers of the area. 
!
✦Endless Outdoor Adventures! Whether it’s a hiking 

Purchase Knob or exploring Soco Falls, Maggie Valley 
is the perfect launching point for a vast array of outdoor 
activities.  Or hop on the Blue Ridge Parkway to open 
to the door to miles and miles of scenic beauty and 
opportunity. 

Waynesville 	
The county seat and the oldest town in 
Haywood County, Waynesville was founded in 
1810 by Colonel Robert Love, a Revolutionary 
War soldier.  Waynesville is the largest town in 
Western North Carolina west of Asheville. A 
remarkable downtown revival during the 
course of the last decade has made it a 
premier town to visit and live in.  
!
✦Downtown Waynesville is full of historic 
buildings and quaint charm. Unique shops, art 
galleries, cafés and restaurants are all within 
walking distance. Many Waynesville 
restaurants firmly support the Farm-to-Chef 
dining concept and provide many items with 
locally grown and produced ingredients.  

!
✦Folkmoot USA—North 
Carolina’s official International 
Folk Festival. Each year 
Waynesville is infused with 
international flavor when it hosts 
Folkmoot USA.  Every July, the two-
week long celebration of various 
cultures from around the world 
features performances, parades and 
workshops by more than 350 
performers from countries from 
across the globe. 
!
✦Other Events and Festivals 
include the Church Street Arts & 
Crafts Show, the Apple Harvest 
Festival, Appalachian Lifestyle, the 
Whole Bloomin! Thing Festival, 
Mountain Street Dances, and A 
Night Before Christmas. 
!
✦Waynesville is also home to the 
Haywood Arts Regional 
Theater, where local, talented 
actors stage productions of classic 
and lesser-known works. The 
Museum of North Carolina 
Handicrafts is housed next door at 
the historic Shelton House. 

!
✦The Frog Level District was recently designated as a 

historic district and is located only a few blocks from Main 
Street.The recently revitalized area now features chic 
furniture studios, art galleries, and a unique coffee shop.  
!
✦You can find one of Haywood County’s three craft 

microbreweries, Frog Level Brewing in this area.  
Two other craft breweries, BearWaters Brewery and 
Tipping Point Brewery can be found just a short 
distance away.  



Canton 	
A town of about 4,200 people, 
Canton is set along the banks of 
the Pigeon River in the eastern 
section of the county. 
Incorporated in 1837, the town 
was named for Canton, Ohio, 
the source of the steel used to 
build the town’s bridge over the 
Pigeon River. Canton is home to 
a historic 100-year-old paper 
mill which was the inspiration 
for the 2013 IBMA Album of the 
Year, Papertown by Haywood County’s native bluegrass 
band Balsam Range. 
  
✦Festivals & Events  - The Annual 

Labor Day Celebration (which has 
run for over 100 years), Mountain 
Mater Festival, Pickin’ in the Park, 
the holiday festival of lights, and a 
nighttime Christmas parade offer 
both visitors and locals alike with the 
opportunity to experience Canton’s 
homegrown hospitality. 
!
✦The historic Colonial Theatre was 

built in 1932 & renovated in 1992 & 
again in 2006. It hosts concerts, 
movies, and special events 
throughout the year. 
!
✦Two of the world"s largest 

sapphires have been 
unearthed at Canton’s Old 
Pressley Sapphire Mine, 
now open to visitors.  
!
✦Locust Fields Cemetery is 

one of the oldest and most 
historic cemeteries in 
Haywood County.  It’s 
involvement during the Civil 
War has earned it a marker 
on the North Carolina Civil 
Wars Trail.  
!
✦Sids on Main is not only one 

of Canton’s finest restaurants, 
but a piece of history.  Located in The Imperial, a 
historic victorian-style building built in the late 1800’s, 
Sids offers fine family dining and live music in one 
Canton’s most historic landmarks. 
!
✦The Pigeon River flows directly through downtown 

Canton and offers numerous recreational opportunities 
such a fishing, kayaking, canoeing and tubing.   

Clyde 	
Clyde, a small town of 1,400 
people just west of Canton, is 
home to Haywood Community 
College which maintains an 83-
acre arboretum open free to the 
public and Medwest Medical 
Center— one of the top 
employers in the county. 
!
✦ The Shook Museum at the 
Shook-Smathers House, called 
the “oldest frame house west of 

the Blue Ridge” by Preservation North Carolina, is located 
here and offers tours of this historic structure, circa 

1795. Bishop Francis Asbury, a traveling 
preacher who helped establish Methodism 
in the United States, spent time at the 
Shook House, which is considered one of 
the oldest homes still standing in 
Haywood. 
!
✦The Haywood County Quilt Trail 
travels directly through Clyde with 
multiple quilt blocks displayed on several 
structures in town.  The HCQT connects 
the community by promoting quilting, 
storytelling and rural heritage using the 
colorful blocks to guide the journey. 
Blocks can be found in Waynesville, 
Maggie Valley, Canton, and Clyde.   

!
✦The Clyde Fire Department 
features a very special 9/11 
Memorial to honor the Fire 
Department of New York and in 
remembrance of all victims of 
the attack on September 11, 
2001.  The centerpiece of the 
Memorial consists of two steel 
beams recovered from the 
debris of the World Trade 
Center. 
!
✦Ferguson’s Trout Farm is a 
fully stocked catch and release 
pond open to the public. Fishing 
gear is provided onsite and no 
license is a required.  For just a 

minimal fee, both beginners and experts can test 
their trout fishing skills all day long.  

!



Lake Junaluska 	
A majestic setting in the 
center of the county, Lake 
Junaluska is a popular 
destination for visitors and 
locals alike.  The 200 acre 
lake, and the surrounding 
1,200 acres of rolling hills 
and valleys, provides many 
activities from a stroll 
through the popular “Rose 
Walk” to a paddle boat trip 
on the lake. 
!
✦Lake Junaluska is the 

headquarters of the 
World Methodist 
Council, a consultative 
body linking almost all 
churches in the 
Methodist tradition.  
!
✦It also serves as a camp 

and conference center 
for the Southeastern 
Jurisdiction of the 
United Methodist 
Church in the United 
States and hosts 
religious conferences, 
retreats and events. 
!
✦Lake Junaluska’s Stuart 

Auditorium hosts the 
Smoky Mountain Folk 
Festival, a two- day 
event that has featured 
the finest traditional 
Southern Appalachian 
music and dance for more 
than 35 years.  
!
✦Lake Junaluska is home to 

the Junaluska Singers—a 
16-member choral group that performs sacred 
music, folk tunes, gospel favorites, patriotic 
selections, and Broadway show-tunes. Along with 
tours of the Southeast, the Junaluska Singers 
perform several full-length concerts at Lake 
Junaluska each year. 

Other 
Communities	

✦Fines Creek: Located in the 
northern end of the county, this 
rural community borders the 
Pisgah National Forest and 
the Harmon Den Wilderness 
Area. The Appalachian Trail, 
which crosses Max Patch (a 
popular bald that offers some 
amazing vistas), is only minutes 
away. 
!
✦Cruso: Fifteen minutes 
south of Canton, this 
community—situated in the 
southern section of the county 
between the Pisgah 
National Forest and 
Shining Rock Wilderness 
Area—is full of natural 
splendor, from the Pigeon 
River to Cold Mountain. An 
entrance to the Blue Ridge 
Parkway is nearby, and a 
quintessential mountain golf 
course, Springdale Country 

Club, is a great way to enjoy 
the peaks and valleys of 
Cruso. 
!
✦Jonathan Valley: A mix 
of residential, commercial 
and agricultural, this 
beautiful stretch of valley 
(exit 20 off Interstate 40) 
runs between Hemphill Bald 
and Utah Mountain, 
connecting the town of 
Maggie Valley and 
Cataloochee Valley. 
!
✦Lake Logan : A privately 

owned, 300-acre sanctuary, Lake Logan 
Episcopal Center hosts spiritual retreats, business 
conference,s seminars, and family reunions. Also 
home to the Lake Logan Triathlon. Just upstream 
on the West Fork of the Pigeon River is the popular 
Sunburst Trout Farm. 
!



Individual Media Tours

If you are interested in a media tour of Haywood County, 
we ask that you please adhere to the following guidelines:  

• Please allow a minimum of two business weeks 

notice for a press visit.  This gives us time to set up 
lodging and make the appropriate arrangements for 
your visit.  

• Email your request, including the name of the 
publication, circulation figures, the dates you will be 
traveling and any other relevant details 
to anna@visitncsmokies.com. 

• Freelance writers, please forward documentation of 
recent examples of travel or travel-related feature 
coverage. 

• Forward an original copy of your published feature or 
broadcast clip to us upon completion. 

!
Community Liaison & Research Services


• Assist with research and development of background 
materials for assignment.  

• Assist with arranging interviews with tourism-related 
business owners, local experts and other sources. 

• Assist with television and film location requests.  
!
Visual Materials & Additional Information

Images available upon request or at http://

www.visitncsmokies.com/galleries/ 

!
Photos are approved for news editorial use only. No 
commercial use is permitted. 

!
Press Releases available upon request or at http://

www.visitncsmokies.com/news-releases/ 
!
Connect with us!

Website: 

www.visitncsmokies.com 

!
Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/VisitNCSmokies 

!
YouTube: 

www.youtube.com/user/SmokyMountainsNC 

!
Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/VisitNCsmokies 

!
Instagram: 

http://instagram.com/visitncsmokies 

!
Google+: 

https://plus.google.com/+Visitncsmokies/posts 

!
Pinterest: 

http://www.pinterest.com/visitncsmokies/ 

!
Homegrown Blog: 

http://visitncsmokies.com/blog/ 

!
Contact

Anna Smathers - Communications Manager 
44 N. Main St., Waynesville, NC 28786 
828-452-0152 
anna@visitncsmokies.com 
!
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Tourism


• Domestic tourism in Haywood County generated an 
economic impact of $155.38 million in 2013. This 
was a 4.54 % change from 2012. 
!
• In 2014, Haywood County ranked 27 in travel impact 

among North Carolina's 100 Counties. 
!
• More than 1,610 jobs in Haywood County were 

directly attributable to travel and tourism. 
!
• Travel generated a $31.48 million payroll in 2013. 
   State and local tax revenues from travel to Haywood   
   County amounted to $14.11 million. This represents   
    a $236.39 tax saving to each county resident. 
!
• Major attractions include the Blue Ridge Parkway, 

Great Smoky Mountain National Park, Cataloochee 
Ski Area, Wheels Through Time Museum, and the 
Museum of North Carolina Handicrafts. 
!
-Study was prepared for the North Carolina Division 
of Tourism, Film and Sports Development by the US 
Travel Association 

!
• Lodging Accommodations: 800+; Restaurants: 100+ 
!
• The Haywood Tourism Development Authority 

operates three Visitors Centers in Waynesville, 
Maggie Valley, and Canton.  

Population 
Haywood County 
2012: 60,152       
By Town - As of July 2012 
Maggie Valley: 1,167 
Waynesville: 9,919 
Canton: 4,247 
Clyde: 1,227 
Lake Junaluska: 2,749 
-Study prepared by the Haywood County 
Economic Development Commission 
!
Climate 
Annual Average - 57º F 
Monthly Average: January - 37.5º F 
Monthly Average: June - 70.7º F 
Annual Rainfall - 52” 
Annual Snowfall - 14” 
!
Driving Distances from Haywood County

Asheville, NC - 30 Minutes - 25 Miles!

Knoxville, TN - 95 Minutes - 90 Miles!

Atlanta, GA - 180 Minutes - 175 Miles!

Charlotte, NC - 150 Minutes - 150 Miles!

Greenville, SC - 90 Minutes - 75 Miles!

FRESH FACTS 



What makes Haywood County Unique?

!
✦25 mountain peaks reach elevations of at least 6,000 feet 

(more than any county east of the Mississippi River). 
!
✦Haywood County’s rivers, streams, creeks, and springs 

are its own: all water originates here and flows out. 
!
✦Large portions of the Pisgah National Forest—part of the 

National Forest Scenic Byway, a 79-mile loop—are located 
in the county. 
!

✦46 miles of the Blue Ridge Parkway run through Haywood 
County, along its southwestern boundary. 
!
✦Haywood County is an official Civil War historical site.  

Kirk’s Raid occurred in our mountains in 1865. 
!
✦Waynesville is quite popular! It was named a “low-cost 

Eden,” best undiscovered town, best Main Street town, 
best small town and best mountain town in “Where to 
Retire” magazine’s poll of America’s 100 Best Places to 
Retire. 
!
✦Canton was originally Cherokee Indian Territory; a post 

office first opened here in 1837 and the community at the 
time was named Pigeon Ford. 
!

✦Haywood County’s oldest church, now First Baptist Church 
in Canton, was established in 1801 as Locust Old Fields 
Church. 
!

✦The railroad came to Canton in 1881 and to Waynesville a 
year later. 
!

✦Novelist, poet and professor Fred Chappell (the Poet 
Laureate of North Carolina from 1997-2002) grew up in 
Canton and graduated from high school there in 1954. 
!
✦Two of the world’s largest sapphires were unearthed at 

Canton’s Old Pressley Sapphire Mine, now open to 
visitors. 
!
✦Raymond Fairchild, five-time World Banjo Champion, 

performs regularly at the Maggie Valley Opry House. 
!
✦The Great Smoky Mountains National Park is the most 

visited national park in the country. It’s also known as the 
"Salamander Capital of the World!" Salamanders are an 
especially abundant and diverse group in the Great 
Smokies. 



Fresh Story Ideas

!
✦Ancient Mountains, Timeless Beauty: A work in 

progress for more than 400 million years, the 
Appalachian Mountains that define the landscape 
here today were well worth the wait. Older than the 
Andes, the Alps and the Rockies, the beauty of these 
mountains has a captivating and breath- taking 
effect. Thirteen peaks reach elevations of more than 
6,000 feet—the most in any county east of the 
Mississippi. Whether surveying the scenery from the 
summit, from the high-elevation overlooks along the 
Blue Ridge Parkway or from the valley floor, views of 
the natural splendor are everywhere. 
!
✦Nature’s Playground: Haywood County —

surrounded by protected land, including the 
country’s two most visited national parks and a 
national forest—is the ultimate outdoor lover’s 
paradise. Explore thousands of miles of hiking trails, 
from leisurely strolls to strenuous climbs, in a variety 
of settings. Traverse the ridges on horseback, or zip 
down a narrow trail on mountain bike. Raft down the 
river, or fish for mountain trout. View the wildlife, 
including the reintroduced and now thriving elk in  

!
!
  Cataloochee Valley. The Great  Smoky Mountains 
  National Park, 800 square miles of wilderness  
  bordering (and encompassing parts of) the county, is  
  world renowned for its diversity of plant and animal  
  life. These mountains serve up a menu of choices,  
  from heart- pounding adventure to more subdued   
  outdoor activities. 
!
✦Three Cheers for our Three Craft Breweries: 

Waynesville may be a small town but it is no 
stranger to the craft beer scene.  With three well 
known craft breweries finding their home in less 
than a 5 mile radius of each other, there is plenty of 
fresh brews to go around.  BearWater Brewing Co., 
Frog Level Brewing, and Tipping Point Brewing each 
have their own unique brews that proudly represent 
the area’s thriving craft beer scene.  And just to 
show how great they work together, they even 
collaborated together in 2013 on Haywood County’s 
first beer festival with plans to become an annual 
event.  Three cheers to that!  

 JOURNALIST AIDES 



✦More than One Color Season: Haywood County 
may be famous for its golden fall foliage, but there 
is more than one color season in the NC Smokies.  
A White Christmas can be common in Western 
North Carolina along with many 
fresh snowfalls each winter.  
Spring and Summer lend 
themselves to even more color 
with a wide variety of vibrant 
colors displayed among the 
wildflowers and flowering trees.  
And don’t miss the colorful 
showcase of the native 
rhododendron and mountain 
laurel.  Visitors enjoy spectacular 
scenery unlike anything else in 
the world.  
!
✦A Homegrown Taste of Haywood:  Did you 

know that Haywood County is home to 707 working 
farms encompassing 56,212 
acres?  From an extensive 
variety of produce to farm 
raised trout to native flora, the 
NC Smokies offer homegrown 
items to please even the 
pickiest palates. We even have 
our own local agricultural 
initiative, Buy Haywood, that 
works diligently to support the 
farmers of Haywood County by 
helping introduce high-quality 
farm products to community-
minded consumers.  Buy 
Haywood produces a yearly 
Agritourism Guide of local farms, produce stand & 
markets, and other vendors that welcome visitors.  
They can get a first-hand look at the farming 
process and can take home many incredible 
products that are produced 
around the county.   We hope 
this will leave them with the 
true meaning of “Homegrown 
in Haywood” and encourage 
them to buy local.  The farmers 
(and your taste buds) will 
thank you!  
!
✦Fresh-Cut Bluegrass: With 

bluegrass popularity on the 
rise, you can find some of the 
freshest picking right here in 
Haywood County.  The county’s 
native bluegrass band, Balsam Range, is nationally 
acclaimed as one of the most talented bands on the 
scene.  Winner of two IBMA awards, they have 

developed a die-hard following known as Balsam 
Nation and continue to sell out shows across the 
country.  There are also many other talented 
bluegrass artists throughout the county and you can 

find them in various venues in the 
area, including the Maggie Valley 
Opry House.  Among these 
artists, you can find bluegrass 
legend, Raymond Fairchild, 
performing regularly at the Opry 
House.  
!
✦Hog Heaven: With 46 miles of 
the Blue Ridge Parkway—the 469-
mile road’s highest and wildest 
segment—stretching along 
Haywood County’s southern 

border, motorcyclists love riding their steel horses 
here. Not only are there four access points to the 
Parkway but also several other switchback-heavy 

roads they are sure to enjoy, 
including U.S. 276 and N.C. 215. 
Only about 45 minutes west, U.S. 
129 at Deal’s Gap, better known 
as the Tail of the Dragon, lures 
motorcyclists with its seemingly 
incalculable number of twists and 
turns.  And don’t forget to check 
out Wheels Through Time in 
Maggie Valley.  This museum 
features a premier collection of 
rare American Vintage 
Motorcycles. 
!
✦Ski the Smokies: Consistently 

one of the first resorts in the Southeast to open the 
ski season and the last to close, Cataloochee Ski 
Area is a winter playground for the entire family. 
With 17 slopes and trails there is something for 

everyone, from skiers to 
snowboarders, from novices to 
veterans. Beginners can get a 
feel for things on a couple of 
smooth, gentle slopes (classes 
and private lessons are also 
available), while the more 
experienced and adventurous 
can head to the Cat Cage 
Terrain Park. Nestled in the 
Great Smoky Mountains, the 
surrounding views are magical. 
When you need a break or have 
taken the skis off for the day, 

check out the lodge, where you can warm up by the 
double-sided fireplace, enjoy some good food and 
drink, and perhaps even listen to a live band 



✦The Perfect Hike: No matter the time of year, 
Purchase Knob & Sams Summits Loop Trail provide 
the perfect year-round hikes. Both with easy access 
(even in the winter), the hikes offer summer 
butterfly and wildflower 
abundance, historical significance 
and amazing scenery which are 
among the best in the county.  A 
unique illustrated guide is 
available for both exclusively at 
Haywood Visitor Centers that was 
mapped, cataloged, and hand-
drawn by a local certified 
naturalist.  The guides, which 
doubles as a work of art, provide 
an experience unlike any other in 

the area.   

!
✦Haywood Heritage 

Hotspots: If you love rich 
mountain history and 
heritage, Haywood County 
has got you covered.  Spend 
the day exploring the 
Haywood County Quilt Trails 
to learn stories of the area 
told through vibrants quilt 
blocks on buildings and barns 
throughout the county. Take 
a trip to Cataloochee Valley 
to visit the elk and the the 
preserved buildings of an 
early 1900’s mountain 
settlement. And don’t forget a 
stop by Shelton House, the 
Museum of North Carolina 
Handicrafts  which features 
comprehensive exhibits of 19th 
century crafts. 
!
✦Main Street, Redux: While 

many small town downtowns 
have given way to suburban 
malls and sprawling shopping 
complexes in recent years, 
Waynesville’s Main Street, 
thanks to a successful 
revitalization project over the 
last decade, is alive and well. 
Antique furniture shops, 
independent bookstores, hip 
cafés, upscale and casual restaurants and bars with 
many supporting the Farm-to-Chef movement, art 
galleries and studios, locally owned clothing stores, 

and souvenir shops line the brick sidewalks of this 
quaint downtown. A slow-paced atmosphere, it’s 
also alive with activity: Mountain Street Dances and 
Art After Dark, on Friday evenings in summer, 

music from bands playing at a café 
wafting through the air, vendors 
setting up shop in the street at one of 
the several festivals held in 
downtown. Head down the hill from 
Main Street to Frog Level, the 
revitalized railroad district that now 
beams with a character all its own, 
with new art and furniture galleries, a 
tasty coffee shop, and craft brewery. 
!
✦Tis the Season for the NC 
Smokies: Every holiday season, 
starting in mid-November, the choose-

and-cut Christmas tree farms 
nestled among the Great 
Smoky Mountains of North 
Carolina attract visitors both 
near and far in search of the 
perfect Christmas tree.  The 
county is home to four locally 
owned and operated farms 
specializing in North Carolina 
Fraser firs.  Tree-seekers 
search the mountainside for 
the ideal Christmas tree or 
choose a pre-cut tree of their 
liking. Other holiday necessities 
can be purchased onsite such 
as fresh hand-made wreaths 

and garland. Visitors also 
incorporate overnight stays and 
combine their trip with other holiday 
events and winter activities, such as 
snow skiing at Cataloochee Ski 
Area.  
!
✦Treasure Hunt: From one-of-a-
kind antiques to unique mountain 
crafts, from paintings of mountain 
scenes to modern art, from award-
winning metal sculptures to pottery 
shaped by local artisans, you’re sure 
to discover a few treasures you 
can’t leave without. And if you’re 
lucky, you just might discover a 
precious (and valuable) gem: Two 

of the largest sapphires—“The Star 
of the Carolinas” (1,445 carats) and “The Southern 
Star” (1,035 carats)—were unearthed at the Old 



Sample Itinerary


DAY ONE 

Breakfast at Joeys Pancake House 
4309 Soco Rd. Maggie Valley, 28751 
Enjoy a breakfast at an authentic mountain 
pancake house.   Since opening in 1966, Joey’s 
Pancake House has been a favorite breakfast stop 
for locals and visitors alike because of their 
delectable menu. And make sure you order up a 
stack of homemade pancakes. We dare you to find 
a better flapjack anywhere else! 
!
Soco Falls 
Visit one of the area’s most beautiful waterfall 
features! From Maggie Valley head up US 19 South 
to the Blue Ridge Parkway.  Cross under the 
Parkway and 
continue downhill 
towards Cherokee. 
From the Parkway, 
it's 1.5 miles to a 
marked pull-off on 
the left side of the 
road. The short, 
steep trail ends at a 
view deck that 
provides a 
breathtaking 
glimpse of falls.  
!
Tour the Blue 
Ridge Parkway 
The 46 miles of 
twisting mountain 
roads that run 
through Haywood 
County are one of the most popular attractions in 
the area.  After Soco Falls, head back to the 
parkway entrance just outside of Maggie Valley and 
head North towards Canton for an exquisite drive 
through the Balsam Mountain Range, which is 
where Haywood ‘s native bluegrass band, Balsam 
Range, got the inspiration for their name. Stop and 
stretch your legs at two of the counties most 
popular hiking areas, Graveyard Fields or Devils 
Courthouse, which are sure to inspire you as well!   
!
Lunch at The Imperial 
117 Main St, Canton 28716 
You’ve surely worked up an appetite by now! Hop 
off the parkway and head towards Canton to 
experience one of the finest eateries in town: The 
Imperial, located in a historic victorian-style 
building built in the late 1800’s.  After lunch, grab a 

history guide from the hostess and take a stroll 
around the building to learn more about the 
restored Victorian style Inn that was established in 
1911.  During the summer months, The Imperial 
also offers live local music on their porch and other 
events so make you sure you check them out 
during your visit.  
!
Cataloochee Valley 
After lunch, travel back in time to one of the most 
beautiful and remote parts of the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. Cataloochee Valley is rich 
in mountain history, laced with abundant 
wildflowers and rich with wildlife including elk, 
white-tailed deer, black bears, butterflies and many 
species of birds. With several hiking trails and 
preserved buildings from the early 1900’s, there is 

plenty to explore in 
the valley. For prime 
elk viewing, stick 
around at dusk as 
they are most 
prominent during 
dawn and dusk.  
!
Dinner at Frogs 
Leap Public House 
44 Church St., 
Waynesville 28786 
Enjoy dinner at Frogs 
Leap Public House 
for a truly “unique 
farm-to-fork 
experience.” FLPH is 
one of the many 
local restaurants to 
enjoy the farm-to-

chef movement as they pride themselves on 
utilizing as many local homegrown ingredients as 
possible.  You will find the menu is ever changing in 
order to incorporate what is currently in season.  
You will also enjoy perusing the many works of 
local artists that are displayed around the 
restaurant.    
!
Check out our Breweries! 
After a long day of adventuring, you must be 
thirsty! Haywood County is the proud home of 
three (soon to be four) homegrown microbreweries, 
all within a short drive of each other.  After dinner 
and spend the rest of your evening visiting one (or 
more) of our breweries.  On the weekends, you can 
usually catch some of the area’s many talented 
local musicians at each brewery. 



DAY TWO 
!
Breakfast at Blue Rooster Southern Grill 
207 Paragon Pkwy, Clyde, 28782 
Enjoy a authentic southern breakfast at Blue Rooster 
Southern Grill.  By incorporating fresh local 
ingredients into traditional dishes of the south, Blue 
Rooster is a must for breakfast.  Check out their 
unique daily specials that are sure to satisfy! 
!
Haywood County Quilt Trails 
After lunch, pick up a quilt trail guide to uncover the 
heritage of Haywood County. The quilt trail project 
helps the county tell it’s history by featuring colorful 
and meaningful quilt squares installed on barns, 
public buildings, 
shops, and other 
appropriate buildings 
around the 
community. Quilts 
represent a much-
loved symbol of 
comfort, 
family, heritage, and 
community, and the 
blocks on the trail 
provide splashes of 
color along major 
roads and in the 
rural countryside. 
Start your trail tour 
at your next stop, 
The Shelton House.  
!
The Shelton 
House 
49 Shelton St, 
Waynesville 28786 
A visit to the Shelton House is a must for anyone 
intrigued by the heritage of Haywood County. The 
Shelton House was built in 1875 and is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Housed in and 
around the Shelton House, the Museum of North 
Carolina Handicrafts features comprehensive exhibits 
of 19th century crafts. The first quilt block in the 
county is featured here. 
!
Lunch at City Bakery 
18 N Main St, Waynesville, 28786 
Stop by City Bakery to pick up a delectable picnic for 
your next adventure. Known for their homemade 
artisanal bread and baked goods, they offer a wide 
range of fresh sandwiches on their homemade bread 
along with made from scratch soups and salads that 
incorporate many locally grown and produced 

ingredients.  And don’t forget a sweet treat for later 
on.  
!
Purchase Knob Hike 
After picking up lunch, stroll down the street to the 
Waynesville Visitor Center and grab a Purchase Knob 
Hiking Guide.  This beautifully illustrated map was 
created by a local certified naturalist and highlights 
one of Haywood County’s best hiking gems. 
Purchase Knob offers a wide range of biodiversity 
and other appealing aspects all encompassed in a 
four-hour or less walk. Its winter accessibility, 
summer butterfly and wildflower abundance, and 
amazing panoramas make Purchase Knob the perfect 
hike.  Easy to Moderate grade.  

!
Dinner at Bourbon 
Barrel Beef and 
Ale 
454 Hazelwood Ave, 
Waynesville, 28786 
Venture down to the 
Hazelwood Village of 
Waynesville for a one 
of kind dining 
experience at 
Bourbon Barrel Beef 
and Ale.   They 
incorporate only the 
finest local farm-to-
chef ingredients into 
their classic comfort 
foods, which make it 
a “must dine” on any 
foodie’s list.  Make 
sure to check out 
their hand-cut, all-

natural and locally raised steaks along with their 
extensive selection of local craft microbrews and fine 
display of small batch bourbons and whiskey.  
!
The Haywood Arts Regional Theatre 
250 Pigeon Street, Waynesville, 28786 
If you have a passion for the theatrical, Haywood 
County has got you covered.  Haywood Arts Regional 
Theatre, or better known by the locals as The Hart 
Theatre, is not to be missed.  This year-round 
theatre features productions from the classics like 
Macbeth to Broadway musicals like Hello Dolly.  The 
company is proud of its regional and local performers 
and their wide range of singing and acting abilities.  
A performance at The Hart Theatre is must while 
you’re in town!



A Homegrown Epicenter

!
With more than 800 accommodations located in 
Maggie Valley, Waynesville, Canton, and Clyde, 
visitors will have no problem finding the right place 
for them. So what’s your style? An economical motel 
in the heart of the action or a secluded luxury cabin 
perched high on mountain? Or perhaps a cozy 
downtown inn or romantic bed and breakfast is more 
your style.  Regardless of your preference, we’ve got 
you covered. 
!
Centrally located in the Southeast, Haywood County 
is only a few hours away from some of the South’s 
major cities, including Atlanta and Charlotte. Once 
here on vacation, it’s the perfect base camp, allowing 
visitors to take countless excursions throughout 
Western North Carolina to places of natural beauty, 
historical interest, and creative artistry. Day trips and 
scenic drives in and around Haywood County are a 
great way to explore all that the region has to offer. 
!
Some of the favorite day trips include: 
!
• Biltmore Estate: Dubbed “America’s Largest 

Home,” this renowned Asheville attraction is a 250-
room French chateau built by George Vanderbilt in 
1895, surrounded by lush gardens and even a 
winery. With 8,000 acres, there’s no shortage of 
outdoor activities to partake in on the Biltmore 
property itself.  And it’s only 30 minutes east of 
Haywood.  
!

• Cherokee Indian Reservation: Also about 30 
minutes away, Cherokee, North Carolina—home to 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians—is a popular 
destination. Located at the southern entrance of the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, centuries of 
Cherokee history, tradition, dance, art, and artifacts 
come to life. 
!
• Chimney Rock Park: About 25 miles southeast of 

Asheville, Chimney Rock Park is a unique setting—a 
towering 315- foot monolith soaring above Hickory 
Nut Gorge. Once you get to the top, via the easy or 
more difficult route, the 75-mile views are truly 
breathtaking. 
!
• Great Smoky Mountains Railroad: Take a 

journey through the countryside of the Western 
North Carolina mountains by train. Choose from a 
variety of half-day scenic rail excursions departing 
from depots in the historic mountain towns of 
Dillsboro and Bryson City. Other options include a 
gourmet dinner train, a mystery theatre trip, and 
the Polar Express. 
!
• Harrah’s Cherokee Casino & Hotel: The casino 

boasts more than 3,400 games, including live table 
games and a bevy of slot machines. The 1,500-seat 
pavilion regularly features some of the best 
entertainment in the area. 
!
With all these great offerings both in and around 
Haywood County, it’s easy to see how a homegrown 
vacation in the North Carolina Smokies should be 
your next fresh adventure.  


