
Freeze the Day at the NC Smokies Ice Fest 

 

Looking for enchanting winter festivals and unexpected travel destinations for the post-holiday 

season? The NC Smokies Ice Fest promises a frozen wonderland from Jan. 26-28, 2024. 

Haywood County, North Carolina’s mountain towns unite for a festive weekend featuring 

masterful live ice carving, ice sculpture displays, skating, a frosty-themed 5K, local art and 

culinary delights to melt even the iciest of hearts.  

 

Highlights include: 

 

● Downtown Waynesville Ice Stroll: Downtown Waynesville will display beautiful ice 

sculptures, and local businesses will stay open late with cozy treats on the evening of 

Jan. 26.  

● Maggie Valley Ice Festival: On Jan. 27, visitors can enjoy masterful live ice carving, ice 

slides, games like ice cornhole and hockey, local vendors, food trucks and cozy s’mores 

by the fire. 

● Winter Arts Show Festival: This Scandinavian-themed event from Jan. 26-28 will feature 

traditional Nordic dishes, live music and handcrafted arts and crafts. 

● Penguins on the Pigeon: A playful rubber penguin race at Canton Recreation Park on 

Jan. 27 will benefit a new playground for all abilities in the community.  

 

Local restaurants and shops are embracing the weekend’s chilly theme with tasting events, 

pairing dinners, creatively themed menus, cozy merchandise and special discounts. After days 

of icy fun, visitors can retreat to comfortable accommodations where special Ice Festival 

weekend rates and experience packages are available. 

 

For a full list of participating businesses and events, please visit NCSmokiesIceFest.com.  

 

Could the NC Smokies Ice Fest be a fit for any winter travel stories or roundups you are working 

on? Imagery is available here. Please credit Visit NC Smokies. 

https://visitncsmokies.com/things-to-do/nc-smokies-ice-fest-weekend/
https://visitncsmokies.com/things-to-do/nc-smokies-ice-fest-weekend/
http://www.ncsmokiesicefest.com/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Ftj7ytbUrpevHZQTYvs_yP_ZCQZ-rt8X?usp=sharing

